1/30/05

Tacoma Regional Service

WSHM, 10am

A few Announcements:

1. Church is here next week!

2. Next week is start of First TNT class, 8:30-9:20 in Boardroom, 5th floor

3. Please continue to pray for Norma Roop

Introduction:  I hope you’ve been enjoying our 3-week series.  I’ve enjoyed teaching it!  Today, we are going to look at the topic of morality.

Let’s pray

(What is the goal when we open God’s Word, esp. for the first time?  To arrive at a “true and reasonable faith.”  Most of us have simply been told to believe by parents, etc.  We talked last week of “blind faith,” and “blind doubt.”  Let’s not be satisfied w/either of these, but rather dig deep & search for answers!

(Why the dilemma of morality?  I don’t want to talk today about “dilemma” in the traditional sense (forced to make a choice between 2 issues).  The dilemma  is actually the tension and intense difference between the 2 places you can find yourself in as it relates to morality.  This will hopefully become more clear as we go.

(What is happening today?

a. people are fighting hard to explain away God & faith

b. Resent the idea of an authority for their life

(If you throw out morality & moral authority, you really have to know what you’re doing - & you have to live w/the result…let’s talk about that.

Romans 1:16-20 

2 things to notice here:

1. “I am not ashamed of the Gospel”

(He was sure of his faith

(Are you ashamed?  Can you give an answer for your faith?  Are you intimidated by intellectual conversation?  Do you really understand what you believe?  Always be working on a defense.

(If you’re not a Christian, can you defend your views?



(One reason I ask this is b/c when we dig & search, there are 



 HUGE reasons to believe in God!!  Paul wasn’t confused – he used 



 Straight talk – convinced.

2. God is not vague, but obvious!  Paul says there is no reason for unbelief.  What has been made speaks clearly of God.

(2 weeks ago, we talked of nature speaking of God.  Let’s apply it to the issue of morality.

(In the scriptures, Paul uses what is called a teleological argument = realize what has been made, then work backwards to find what or who is behind it.  It is the question, “where did that come from?” 

(This is exactly how we analyze many things…look at what IS, then trace back to its origin.

(We have to make one big assumption (believed by almost everyone):  there IS something beyond the material side of this world.  There aren’t many real materialists out there today.

(Francis Schaeffer – “He is There and He is not Silent”

(He talks a lot about the existence of God from the evidence within ourselves.

(At one point, he talks about the big difference between us & animals!


-Love, not just sex


-Romance & intimacy, not just some cheap feeling or action


-Appreciation of beauty


-Sense of purpose & direction


-Longing for eternity, permanence (Ecc. 3:11)

(This is different from animals – Anyone own a dog?!  They’re cute, but they don’t seem to long for eternity – just their next meal!  We’re like them physically, not spiritually.  We have a sense of morality.

(One big difference is the idea of conscience – something inside of us says you should not do that, or you should do this.  I can remember the first time I really felt this (Fred Meyer incident in Alaska).  What did I feel?

1. Fear!  I was scared out of my mind

2. I felt wrong – lying didn’t feel right.  The feeling of morality is inside of us early – it’s much more than just instincts.

(The great Christian philosopher C.S. Lewis talks about this in his book, Mere Christianity.  He says if it’s just instincts inside us, why do we naturally long for the better, and can actually choose it?

(You have to ask yourself, where do these ideas & feelings come from?  There are 2 possibilities:

1. Impersonal beginning – no heart or morals behind the universe.  We are just material, the sum of chemicals and chance.

2. Personal beginning – a personal, relational God is behind everything

Impersonal?

(What if this is true?  Where did morality come from?  What authority does it have other than it’s just your opinion?  What does life look like if you live here?

1. We are awkwardly alienated from the universe we live in – one that is filled w/feelings, emotions, purpose, etc.  It’s all just meaningless!  This is what most atheists surmise – sounds like a terrible place to be!

2. All of our morals are just issues of opinions, but nobody can lay claim to understanding issues of right v. wrong.  What IS is what’s RIGHT!  There is not such thing as “ought to be,” or “should be,” b/c those are value-judgements.  (This is the abyss of moral relativism – we’re sinking into it!)

(Think about this – how do we raise our kids  if we believe this?

(There isn’t an atheist alive who really holds to this.  Even they teach their

 
 kids right things v. wrong things!


(We have NO basis for moral appeals


(If a friend of yours wants to kill another person, what do you say?



-you’ll go to jail – “so what, jail isn’t all that bad”



-the truth is, the reasons we would give ALL have to do with issues



 of morality (it’s wrong, it’s cruel, it’s heartless, it’s unjust).  

3. If you end up here, there can’t be any moral outrage!  You can’t appeal to right or wrong, just personal preferences.  You couldn’t say “It’s wrong,” just, “I don’t really like what you’re doing!”  Have you ever felt morally outraged?

a. 911 – when the dust settled, I simply felt ANGRY

b. Terrorist in the school in Russia

(Do you recognize this quote?  “I freed Germany from the stupid and degrading fallacies of conscience and morality…we will train our young people before whom the world will tremble.  I want young people capable of violence – imperious, relentless and cruel.”  Adolph Hitler

(We just saw the anniversary of the Auscwitz death camps.  How can an atheist stand up and cry outrage?!!  He thought he was right!

(If you believe in an impersonal beginning & existence, you have to accept all that it means – and you are left wanting as you try to explain morality.

Personal?

(The scriptures testify that God is the moral heart & mind behind things.  He made us in His image – that is why we feel these things!

(What does it look like if you live here?

1. Morals are REAL – our struggles w/guilt, loneliness, purpose, etc. have great meaning.  HE put it there so we would search after Him!

2. Deep, personal change is possible!  We’re being told everyday that who you are is simply a matter of genes, experience, etc.  If we serve a personal God, we have HOPE for changing.  We can CHOOSE the better way!

3. Character really matters!  There are things worth fighting for.  What we are inside really matters.  Life is meaningful!  This is what I want to teach my kids.

4. We have a reason to be outraged, & to challenge evil – look around us, be angry at the garbage we see, & do our best to throw it out of our society!

5. We have a point of reference – The Bible!  Athiests don’t have this – there is nothing objective to judge right v. wrong.  Quote from R. Zacharias:

“Antitheism provides every reason to be immoral and is bereft of any objective point of reference with which to condemn any choice.”

6. We have a reason to get right w/God.  He made us to be with him.  Living here provides us with meaning, HOPE, and a basis for everything we do!

Pray for communion

