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Sunday Series on Galatians

We were called to be free, not enslaved again to the law! (5:1-12)
•His letter starts to crescendo here – I’m positive his tone was changing, too!  Sometimes it’s needed to make the appropriate point (Boundaries class – I reserve the right to raise my tone of voice with my kids if they need it!)

•This is the climax of his exposition here: FREEDOM!  He is presenting it like a lawyer in closing arguments.
•The aim of Christ was to set them free – from what?  From the yoke of slavery that for generations had burdened them (obedience to the law as a means to gaining God’s favor).

•Why was it a burden?  It was impossible to achieve merit with God through the law.

•Peter refers to this in Acts 15:10-11 – Peter warns his brothers not to tie them up to a yoke they weren’t even able to bear under!

•It is burdening to live based on your performance!  It is exhausting.  Imagine living as a child under the authority of a performance-oriented dad (kid in Friday Night Lights!)
Let’s look at a couple of things…
v. 6 is important, really the crux of the matter!
•In James 2:14-26, the writer is apparently in direct conflict with Paul.

•According to Paul, justification is by faith alone, and not by the works of the law.

•According to James, a man is justified by works and not only by faith.

•However, upon closer examination, you can see that the contradiction is seen to be one of form, not of substance, and like other apparent contradictions in the Bible, it serves only to reveal scripture combination of rich variety with perfect unity.

•The answer can be found by looking at the two different meanings of faith and works.

What is meant by faith?

•The faith which James is condemning is a mere intellectual assent which has no effect upon conduct (enlightened beyond the need to work out your faith!).  He mentions even the demons have that kind of faith, and are not saved.  (Just SAYING you’re a Christian)
•What Paul means by faith is something different.  It is not merely an intellectual assent, but an attitude of the entire man by which the whole life is entrusted to Christ.

The faith that James is condemning is NOT the faith which Paul is commending.
•v. 6 says “the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”

-the faith Paul is speaking about is not the idle faith that James condemns, but a faith that DOES work.  It works itself out through love.

v. 14 – the entire law is summed up in a command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

•it’s not mere emotion, but real action (Look in 1 Thess. 1:3).
•He’s contrasting Jewish view of the “entire law (living as a law-keeping Jew) w/the Christ-centered view (sacrifice of self, outward focus).  WHY?  Because it was exactly what happened for all on the cross!
What is meant by works?

•Paul is speaking about works of the law – that is, works which are intended to earn salvation by fulfilling the law through human effort.

•James says nothing in James 2:14-26 about works of the law.  The works he is speaking of are those that spring from a relationship with God.  They are evidence that we are true believers, just as Abraham’s obedience by offering Isaac on the altar was what made his faith complete.

•Also, Paul in his letters to different churches promotes action, not inaction.

vv. 13-15

•This is a very important section, especially as we talk about freedom in Christ.  I call it Freedom from/Freedom For
vv. 1-12 – He stresses their freedom from legalistic adherence to the Law.
vv.13ff – He explains their freedom for the works that accompany a saving faith!  
•He makes it clear in v. 13 that our freedom in Christ should never end in self-indulgence, or self-service.  With freedom comes much responsibility.  It’s a concept we’d better teach our kids well!  (I can’t wait until I can make my own decisions!)
Read quote from Dunn  (it’s sad even today how prevalent sin is among many who profess to be Christians).
•I even think of this as we mature in the church:  with increased freedom, do people desire to live for God, w/out someone having to remind them?  I know I need some crucial accountability at times in my life, but my walk with God is my responsibility. 

•I think of many words when I think of my faith: blessing, hope, assurance, salvation, unbelievable, rewards, responsibility!
•We often start reading the next part of Galatians w/out understanding this.  In reality, he sets up the next part in 5:1-12.

Live by the Spirit! (5:16-26)

•One criticism of salvation by faith has always been that it leads to moral laxness (Romans 3:8, 6:1).  If salvation is a free gift from God, independent of the works of man, it makes no difference what we do; we can go on sinning and be saved just the same!

•Paul says NO!  True faith is fulfilling the moral law – an inwardly changed man, who no longer wants to gratify the sinful nature, but desires to live by the Spirit.

•By faith, the Spirit of God enters my life and compels me to please him.

•v. 16-17 

•Great paragraph talking about the battle between the two natures.  We WILL be tempted by our sinful nature (remember, living by performance can be frustrating if every time you are tempted, you think you must not have God’s Spirit!).  But, being led by the Spirit means deeply desiring to please God.

•True faith = living by the Spirit, not by the law.
vv. 19-21 – evidence of a life lived according to the sinful nature

vv. 22-26 – evidence of a life lived according to the spiritual nature

•These qualities should describe our life.  We should be increasing and growing in these areas all the time.

v. 24 stands out to me: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”

•Think about this scripture as we partake in the Lord’s Supper this morning.

