Sermon on the Mount series
Part 5 – We Reap what We Sow

◦Oh, how often we need reminders that the world doesn’t revolve around us!  In this lesson, I want to talk about the principle of the harvest: we reap what we sow.  It is natural and firmly established.  Jesus makes this application to our treatment of others.  How we treat others determines how we are treated.
Read Matthew 5:1-10

◦I want to focus on v. 7

(story of man in flight)

◦Just like “meek,” to be “merciful” today means to be weak.  Obviously, Jesus is teaching it is anything but that.  In fact, we’ll find it is the definition of moral strength.

1.  Are we moved?

◦The word merciful is more than just a feeling of pity.  


◦Merciful = compassion.  Compassion = feel sympathy, be moved by it.  Moved


  to what?  Action!  

◦In the last lesson, we mentioned how “talk is cheap.”  You might say here

  “feelings are cheap.”  What good is it to feel sympathy or compassion, if 


  we are not moved to do anything about it?


◦1 John 3:16-18 – This is a test of the presence of God in our lives

◦Also, like every character trait, it needs to be our lifestyle, not random actions that

appease our conscience.  Merciful described Jesus, it needs to describe who we are.

◦Once again, we have been blessed by many great examples.

◦The ultimate example: The cross

◦Romans 5:6-8


◦Luke 23:34 – He turns and forgives the people that unjustly killed him!


◦1 John 4:19 – We love because of his example

2.  We get back what we give
◦The opposite of mercy is hostility.  The opposite of showing mercy is to always feel the responsibility to give people what they deserve, not what they need.


◦What did we deserve on the cross?  Death.  What did we need?  Eternal life!

◦What describes your life?


◦a critical spirit or a desire to trust?


◦The desire for justice in all instances or peace and unity?


◦The desire to be fully understood or be okay with not being understood?


◦Hash out all sin or decide to sometimes overlook it and move on?


◦Give full attention to all you attitudes or move on and decide otherwise?


◦Are you quick to find the fault in others or to see the good things in their life?


◦Be greedy or generous?

◦Give your time away freely or guard your life closely?

◦You may find these questions all starting to sound alike: deeply convicting, and nearly impossible to remedy!  No problem here – this is exactly why we need the enabling power of the Holy Spirit to help us out.  We can’t do this on our own.  We must rely on God.

◦What are you sowing?  As Christians, we need to sow:

◦Love, Kindness, Goodness, Peace, Gentleness.  People give back to us what


  we give to them!  (read story of Korean servant)

3.  God will give back to us what we give to people
◦Jesus promises that the merciful will receive mercy – and that means ONLY the merciful!  Jesus will not contradict himself.

◦Matthew 18:21-35

◦This is where the rubber really hits the road.  It’s easy to feel moved by an orphan, or when you see a brother in need.  The real test is what we do when we’re sinned against!
◦We have to talk about this one, because God’s church is full of sinners who WILL sin against each other.  

◦This is where the moral strength comes in.  The worldly response takes no guts at all:


◦not be friends anymore, not forgive, never forget, and steel your heart.

◦The Godly response takes every ounce of spirituality we can muster


◦Matt. 6:14-15, Matt. 18:35, Col. 3:13, Eph. 4:32
◦The reward?  God will show us mercy on judgment day.  In the end, we truly will reap what we sow.
“To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd.”
Psalm 18:25-26

To the merciful, God will show himself merciful.

