Sermon on the Mount series
Part 4 – Eat and be Filled!

◦Word come so easy for us.  Society is filled with “fast-talkers.”  Even the book of James says that the tongue is small, powerful, and easily gets the best of us.  We’ve all been told by someone wise, “think before you speak,” or “mean what you say.”  This is great advice, rarely heeded.

◦One deeply profound phrase that has all but lost its meaning: “I love you.”

◦Think of how many people say that.  How many really mean it? (marriage stats)

◦The reality?  Talk is cheap – action speaks louder than words.

Question: how do you really know the depth of another’s’ love?  

Answer: they will be or do anything to change for the development of the relationship.

◦Read Matthew 5:1-10

◦Let’s talk today about v. 6 – “hungering and thirsting for righteousness”

1.  Good or Necessary?

◦What is the meaning of this hunger?  What is the thrust of Jesus’ word?


◦Hunger and thirst = an intense craving, longing of the soul, passionate concern

◦You feel it so strongly, you NEED it for your existence!


◦This is much more than just the desire for something good, but it is vital


  & necessary

◦We all can think of very good things – they make us happy


◦pizza, lattes, chocolate, sushi, hamburgers, etc.

◦What is actually vital for existence?  


◦Water, certain vitamins, protein (try going w/out water for a few days!)

◦Jesus is NOT speaking of a Kingdom that is simply good (religious fallacy), but of something vital and necessary for existence


◦Matt. 6:33, 13:45-46, 22:37

2.  Finished, but Growing

◦Let’s not be confused about what this process means


◦Our salvation is a finished work, bought for us on the cross through Christ,


  because we were unable to save our sinful selves!

◦Our salvation is a finished work, but our relationship is growing each day of our lives


◦Remember, Jesus in this passage is addressing His disciples

◦In a very real sense, he is teaching of a righteousness that comes from 


  being right with God, and doing the right things in the relationship – this 


  is in direct contrast to the self-righteousness he condemns in the Pharisees.


◦Righteousness = equity of character, who and what you are!

◦Is there an intense desire to please God in your life?


◦Phil. 3:12-16 – what is meant by “perfect?”



◦In the right stage of development.  My son is a “perfect” 5-year old,



  in that he is developing and growing normally, but he still needs 



  to keep growing.

◦What about you?


◦What do you hunger for in your life?


◦What is more important – God’s Kingdom, or yours?


◦Do you think about spiritual progress as much as physical progress?


◦Do you desire to be around other disciples?


◦Do you eagerly await times to get into His word (I’m convicted by this –


  as a young Christian, I used every opportunity to read the Bible!)


◦Do you have to remind yourself to invite someone to church?


◦Do you regularly look for God’s message in the events of your life?


◦Does fellowship excite you like other interests?


◦Do you regularly discuss the things of God with your family?  Others?


◦Do you eagerly desire to change to be more like God?!


◦Do you desire to serve God’s church, or is it an inconvenience?


◦Do you love helpful input in my life?  Do you desire to help others grow?


3.  I’m Full!

◦Jesus promised that those who hunger and thirst “will be filled.”  This is not a “maybe,” but a certainty!  


◦Filled = to gorge, food in abundance, fully satisfied


◦This is an easy illustration: just think of Thanksgiving!  Wow – the abundance

  of food at Karla’s parents’ house.  I could not eat another bite.


◦Jesus is not offering a nice feeling, but a complete satisfaction of hunger pangs


◦He’ll do the “filling-up,” we need to keep a healthy appetite


◦Rev. 2:1-5 – God simply wants us to be passionate about our love


◦Losing your first love = losing your appetite



◦A common diagnostic question: “how is your appetite?”  Why?  



  A loss of appetite is a bad sign; it is unhealthy; you’ll not grow



◦A good spiritual appetite is one that grows stronger with each day,



  not one that loses its intensity (my conversation with brothers lately:


  
  “I just don’t seem to desire growth like I used to.”  This is a bad sign.



  Jesus says to “Repent and do the things you did at first.”

◦Let’s feast on God’s Kingdom, and be filled with His righteousness!

