Sermon on the Mount Series
Part 1 – The Power of Poverty

◦I’ve been studying & reflecting on the Sermon on the Mount.  The power comes from how accurately Jesus slices away at sinful human nature.  He re-defines the path to personal growth & blessing.  In this sermon he teaches the disciples the way to spiritual success: develop a moral, deeply spiritual inside, in contrast to the religious, pious, law-abiding outside so common with the Pharisees & teachers of the Law.
Read Matthew 5:1-10 – Today I want to talk about v. 3

◦How would this sound today: My goal is to reach poverty!

◦How backward from our thinking.  Poverty is a weakness – the poverty line is a clear distinction between success and failure.  We want to be rich; it is evidenced by the abundance of books available today on growing your personal finances.

◦This attitude has infected our thinking about the definition of character.  The common message today:

◦You don’t need anyone else!


◦You can make it on your own


◦You can do anything you set your mind to


◦Look for strength within yourself


◦How bad do you want it?  Go get it

◦The good message here?  We need to be responsible for ourselves.  The bad message?  Become self-sufficient – this produces pride in ourselves.
◦At the very heart of our spiritual problem is PRIDE.  It is the single greatest deterrent to coming to Christ, and depending on Him for spiritual success.

◦Luke 16:14-15 – Jesus cuts straight to the issue w/the Pharisees

◦1 Samuel 13:3-4 – The disease of pride became King Saul’s downfall


◦He took credit for his son’s victory!  It led to a string of lies & disobedience 



 for the sake of personal gain & glory

◦1 Samuel 15:10-12 – He continues his deception
◦1Samuel 15:23-26 – God had had enough!

◦1 Samuel 16:7 – God looks at the heart – he cares about our spirit.

◦The poor in spirit is the person who realizes his spiritual poverty, and looks God for personal success and enrichment

1.  What IS “poor in spirit?”

Spiritual poverty
◦The word Jesus uses for poor describes poverty – utter helplessness – the kind of poor that would lead a man to beg!

◦Begging results in shame, embarrassment, and humiliation – true realization of need

◦This is the root of humility – the opposite of sinful pride

◦Psalm 34:6, 40:17 – Look at David, the man God selected as Saul’s successor

◦A man who is poor in spirit seeks help from outside himself, because he has the right attitude about the inside of himself.  It is the opposite of self-sufficiency.
◦Isaiah 6:5 – God used Isaiah – he saw his spiritual need before God

◦Question:  How do you see yourself?  The answer to this is important!  If you see yourself in the right way, the result is dependence on God.


1.  When have you experienced helplessness?  What did it produce?


2.  If you could change one thing in your life, what would it be?


3.  What is the one sin that you can’t seem to overcome?  Maybe you’re


     relying on the wrong person for power.


4.  Where is your vulnerable spot?  Off-limits to God and people?

5.  What is your deepest personal need? 

◦Keep in mind that we can choose to see our need or God will reveal it to us!
2.  Why spiritual poverty?


1.  It is the only path to becoming like Jesus – no other attitude is acceptable


2.  We should desire so that God can use us evangelistically (people are attracted



     to spiritually healthy people.


3.  It is the only way to develop your God-given talents – otherwise, 


     developing your talent leads to a sense of self-glorification.  Talented

     people who aren’t humble are simply annoying & worldly!


4.  We want to become all that we are capable of in Christ.  He set the example




◦Phil. 2:6-11 – He made himself NOTHING for us 



◦2 Cor. 8:9 – He became poor so we could be spiritually rich!


5.  His way brings life to the full (John 10:10).  Ours leads to emptiness


5.  I want to be blessed – remember, he promises the Kingdom of Heaven
3.  Humility brings Healing

◦When people notice their need, spiritual healing happens.


◦Psalm 51:4 – David was brought low, learned reliance on God


◦Luke 18:9-14 – Humble = exalted; Pride = trouble!


◦Romans 5:6-8 – It is the heart of the Gospel
◦Tips for coming to a sense of Spiritual poverty?

1.  You must accept responsibility for your life.  We must KILL the victim


     mentality so pervasive in our culture.  Explain the diff. between a victim 


     and being victimized (read Victor Frankl quote)

2.  You must really know yourself – get real and honest about your fears, 


     insecurities, hidden desires, ambitions, and abilities.  The Bible shows us


     who we really are according to God.


3.  Invite people in to look – others are more objective (Jer. 17:9)


4.  You must make a sincere effort to change – God will help us when we rely 


     on Him!

