3/6/05

“Shining Like Stars”

A study of Philippians – Part 1

◦For the next few weeks, we’re going to study the book of Philipians 

◦I’ve entitled it “Shining Like Stars,” b/c Paul encourages his young church to stay spiritual, remain strong in the Lord, & keep shining!  Also, they were Paul’s stars.

◦Paul had many diff. feelings about each church – he felt esp. close to them – you’ll see why in a bit

◦The letter was written from prison


◦He was expecting to be released soon – in 2:24 he says “And I am confident


 in the Lord that I myself will come soon.”

Read 1:1-11

◦The Philippians were some of Paul’s most faithful supporters.

◦They sent offerings to him twice when he ministered in Thessalonica, & once when he ministered in Corinth.

◦In addition, they gave sacrificially  for Paul’s Jerusalem offering (to help w/the famine).

THEY DID THIS IN SPITE OF THEIR OWN POVERTY!

◦Roman civil war & taxation had taken a heavy toll in that region (read 2 Cor. 8:1-5)

◦Now, while Paul is in prison in Rome, they give again generously to him! (4:14-19)

◦They GAVE & GAVE to Paul to help him personally & to build up his work.

◦You’ll see that the foundation of this book is the same as the foundation of the church – RELATIONSHSIPS!

◦In fact, the outline & theme of the book is all about relationships:

1.  Paul is in prison in Rome (1:7, 13-14)

2.  News of Paul’s imprisonment reaches Philippi 

3.  The Philippians send Epaphroditus to Paul with an offering;  Epaphroditus is to help


Paul while he is in prison (4:14, 18)

4.  While at Rome, Epaphroditus gets very sick;  news of his illness reaches Philippi (2:25-27)

5.  The Christians in Philippi are concerned; they do not want Epaphroditus to be a 


burden to Paul; news about their attitude & concern reaches Epaphroditus


back in Rome (2:26, 30)

6.  Epaphroditus’ health has improved, and Paul now sends him back to Philippi with


this letter, to assure a kind reception for him (2:28-30), and to thank them for


their gift (4:14-19)

7.  Paul plans to send Timothy soon to them with more news, & he even expects to be


released soon himself to visit them personally (2:19-24)

◦Since Paul is expecting to be released soon, he sends them this encouraging letter to strengthen their faith – he stresses:


◦joy & rejoicing (1:4, 18, 25, 26; 2:2, 17, 18, 29; 3:1; 4:1, 4, 10)



◦Paul is in chains!


◦sanctification (1:6)



◦God is working on us – “he who began a good work in you will 



 carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”


◦A heavenly citizenship! (3:20)



◦This is something we just don’t think about all that much!


◦Christian service in this life (1:20-26)


◦The definition of humility – “emptying of oneself” (2:5-11)

◦Why do we have to make things so complicated?  The Christian life is supposed to be lived very simply – in service to God.  As we go about that service, there are challenges along the way.  What makes those challenges easier for you?  Among other things, God has given us people.

◦Do you have any stars in your life?  I was reminded this weekend how badly we need them (Missoula Leadership conference – 14 churches, 36 f/t people, 35 lay leaders):


◦David Jung – church leader in Winnepeg – his heart brought me to tears


◦Brother from Great Falls – 11 disciples


◦Brian from Vancouver – moved to tears, refreshed by the fellowship


◦Rob Skinner – Ashland, Ore.


◦Mark McCune – “let’s talk every month”


◦Great discussion on rel. betw. Lay leadership & f/t staff (2 Tim. 1:16-18)


◦We are so blessed by the rel’s we have here!  It is truly refreshing


◦Lastly, there are other people who are a source of strength – lost people!



◦Stephanie Briggs



◦Moved deeply by China brothers – there are so many lost people



◦How much do we feel the significance of that?

◦The cross is ALL about that!

◦Let’s pray

