2/6/05

Mature Discipling: The One Another Way

Lesson 1 – “Starting Points”

(Review class 

1. Starting Points

2. The Daily Life

3. The Spirit of Godly Interaction

(3x5 cards – what would you like to learn over the next 3 weeks?

Introduction

(The mark of authentic Christian community is the presence of discipling.  The mark of a healthy community is one that practices it in a mature way.

(Colossians 1:24-29   No matter what Paul used to be, he new defines his life by this:


(I rejoice in what was suffered for you


(I’ve become a servant of the body of Christ


(Present God’s word to you


(Present the glory of God to you


(Proclaim Him to you


(Admonish & teach


(labor & struggle w/God’s energy for you

(Paul defines discipling here.  Disciple = student = training & teaching, learning, following, growing, changing, transforming, etc.  This is discipleship.  It is much more than just teaching/correcting.  It is an all-consuming commitment to others to help them get closer to the image of Christ!

(With this goal in sight, where do we start?

I.  The right view of God

(Sound obvious?  Maybe not…Only God can enlarge the capacity of your heart.

(In v. 29, Paul says he labors w/all HIS energy!  Examine your own walk with God.  A deep, earnest love for God, His word, and His church will fill you with a deep respect for the significant role we play in each others lives.

II.  A humble view of YOU!

(1 Timothy 1:12-17

(Phil. 3:7-11

(John 1:43-49 – The case of Nathanael


(Jesus singles out Nate as a true Israelite, free of guile & dishonesty.  This is a 


curious observation considering Nate’s comment in v. 46.  However, you have to


realize that Nate himself was Galilean.  Galileans were just as much an object


of Jewish contempt as Nazarenes.  What he was really saying was “Surely the 


messiah could never come from a poor, despised people such as WE are!”  Jesus


singles him out for his humility & honesty.

(Luke 8:8 – the case of Simon Peter

(The #1 ingredient for intimacy & deep friendships = humility.  Humility only comes from having a right view of us!

III.  A charitable view of your brothers & sisters

a. Assume we’re all real serious about pleasing God.  Everyone does better when they feel trusted and loved

b. Assume your brothers and sisters have a desire to change.  We will grow much better in an atmosphere of love and acceptance.  Besides, we have enough critics in the world!  Trust is bedrock here!

IV.  A willingness to sacrifice

(This is not about you – it is about others.

(Quote from PDL

(Acts 20:31, 35, 36-21:2 – These are the kind of relationships that need to define who we are!

