11/10/04
GETTING THE MOST FROM THE BIBLE

Class 6 – Survey of the Old Testament

•Discuss the updated syllabus – next week no midweek, 12/1 survey of the NT, followed by our special presentations.

•Remember, last week we discussed the difference between the two Testaments, or Covenants.  The Old Testament is a covenant between God and Abraham, then between God and the descendants of Abraham (Jews).  It contains the books that deal with the Jews and their ancient worship of God, shows us how God establishes a people that are His own, how they learn to obey Him, the story of their leadership, and the future messiah to come in the New Testament.  It is crucial for us today to understand how it relates to the New Testament, and have at least a basic understanding of each of the 39 books contained in it.  I have reproduced a helpful synopsis, taken from The Kregel Pictorial Guide To Bible History, and included some hints to understanding the basic message of each book.

SYNOPSIS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

1.  Abraham, the first of Israel’s patriarchs, receives God’s call to leave his home in Ur, Mesopotamia, and go in search of a new home.  This will be Israel, the land promised by God for the Israelites.  Abraham is further called by God to sacrifice his son as a test of his loyalty to God.
2.  Jacob, grandson of Abraham, fathers twelve children, who become the ancestors of the tribes that settle in Canaan and form the new nation of Israel.  

3.  Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, is sold into slavery and taken to Egypt.  He rises to power and becomes grand advisor to the Pharaoh.  Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt at a time of famine in the Middle East and the family of Jacob is reunited.  The community of Israelites lives near the Nile delta.  They become slaves of the Egyptian Pharaoh and build the store city of Rameses.  The Israelites live in Egypt for some 400 years.

4.  Moses champions the cause of freedom and leads the Exodus of Israelites from Egypt by crossing the Red Sea.  They begin a 40-year period in the wilderness, during which they receive a God-given law code, which includes the Ten commandments, at Mount Sinai.

5.  Joshua succeeds Moses and leads the Israelites across the Jordan into Canaan.  Military leaders, known as judges, fight campaigns against the neighboring enemies such as the Canaanites, Midianites, and Israel’s greatest foe, the Philistines, whom Samson challenged.  

6.  Eli and then Samuel preside over the priesthood at Shiloh, but Israel lacks military leadership and looks for a king, who is found in the person of Saul.  But it was David who united the Israelites to defeat the Philistines, culminating in the taking of Jerusalem.  This becomes the new state capital and national shrine, lasting over 400 years.  The temple at Jerusalem is built by David’s successor Solomon, who expands David’s empire to its greatest extent.
7.  Unrest between the north and south of Israel results in civil war and the division of the land into two kingdoms: Israel (north) and Judah (south).  Jerusalem remains the capital of Judah, and Samaria emerges as the northern capital.  
8.  Elijah typifies Israel’s prophets in their crusades against idolatry, especially the worship of the Canaanite God Baal.  Amos and Hosea condemn Israel’s social injustice and religious complacency, and foretell political disaster.  This is fulfilled in the invasion by the Assyrians, who capture Samaria and take many Israelites into exile.  The smaller state of Judah also becomes subject to the Assyrian king, Sennacherib.  

9.  Hezekiah of Judah tries to rebel but loses half his kingdom.  The prophet Isaiah comforts the Judeans during this time.

10.  With the waning of Assyrian power, Josiah instigates religious reform in Judah.  First the Egyptians, then the Babylonians, emerge as major powers in the Middle East.  Under Nebuchadnezzar Babylon besieges Jerusalem and in 587 destroys the city and the temple.  A major part of the Judean population is deported to Babylon.  The prophets Ezekiel and Daniel comfort the Israelites in exile.  The more tolerant Persians eclipse the Babylonians as the major Middle Eastern power, and under Cyrus allow the Israelites to return home.

11.  Nehemiah is appointed governor of Judea and oversees the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  The priest Ezra institutes a new law, giving the people a new religious identity as Jews.  Jews in the Diaspora (dispersion) could worship in synagogues; observance of the Law (now known as the Torah), not Temple sacrifice, becomes the mainstay of Judaism.  The Old Testament period ends with Ezra and Nehemiah.

SOME HELPFUL KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE OT BOOKS

Law


History

Poetry


Prophecy
Genesis


Joshua


Job


Isaiah

Exodus


Judges


Psalms


Jeremiah

Leviticus


Ruth


Proverbs


Lamentations

Numbers


1 & 2 Samuel

Ecclesiastes

Ezekiel

Deuteronomy

1 & 2 Kings

Song of Songs

Daniel




1 & 2 Chronicles




Hosea



Ezra





Joel



Nehemiah




Amos



Esther





Obadiah









Jonah









Micah









Nahum









Habakkuk










Zephaniah










Haggai










Zechariah










Malachi

Book


Main theme



Key word
Genesis


God chooses one nation


Beginnings




To bless all nations
Exodus


Deliverance from Egypt


Redemption
Leviticus

Approaching a Holy God


Holiness
Numbers

Disbelief & disobedience


Wanderings
Deuteronomy

Beware that you don’t forget

Covenant
Joshua


Entering the promised land

Conquest

Judges


From Joshua to Samuel


Forgot the Lord

Ruth


Godliness illustrated


Kinsman-redeemer

1 Samuel

Israel’s early kings


Rejection

2 Samuel

Israel’s early kings


David

1 Kings


Story of two kingdoms I


Division

2 Kings


Story of two kingdoms II


Captives

1 Chronicles

A spiritual perspective


Covenant

2 Chronicles

Solomon and kings of Judah

The Temple

Ezra


Returning to Jerusalem


The Temple

Nehemiah

Rebuilding



Jerusalem walls

Esther


Jews under threat



God’s protection

Job


Suffering man, loving God


Sovereignty

Psalms


Hymn book of the Jews


Worship

Proverbs

To give moral instruction


Wisdom

Ecclesiastes

Search for meaning to life


Meaninglessness

Song of Solomon

A love song



Love

Isaiah


Salvation comes from God


Salvation

Jeremiah

God’s patience & holiness


Obey

Lamentations

Grief over Israel’s destruction

Weep

Ezekiel


Condemnation & consolation

Restoration

Daniel


To encourage exiled Jews


God’s plan

Hosea


God’s love for Israel


Return

Joel


God’s judgment



The day of the Lord

Amos


Social justice



Judgment

Obadiah

Judgment on Edom


Judgment

Jonah


Salvation for non-Jews


God’s love, our obedience

Micah


Injustice exposed



Mercy and sacrifice

Nahum


The fall of Nineveh


Judgment

Habakkuk

Sin in God’s world


Faith

Zephaniah

The coming day of judgment

Restoration

Haggai


Rebuild the temple


The temple

Zechariah

Future blessings for Israel


Vision

Malachi


An appeal to people growing lax

Return to wholeheartedness










